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Curtis House C. 1870's
Poolesville Vicinity

Private

This small, one story log house contained two rooms downstairs,
and was one of the first houses built in the Sugarland community, a
community of Black landowners. It was constructed by Joe Curtis, one
of the "slavery -~ time people!", according to oral traditionm, Unlike
many log houses of that time in more isolated regions of Maryland and
the South, this one had plank floors, glass windows, wood stoves--some
of the mass-produced conveniences of the indsutrial age in the 19th
century, '
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is no longer standing, but Tilghman Lee
whose property is adjacent, remembers it well:

It was a one story log house, rectangular in form, and
resembled the Dorsey house on the tract of land to the north.
Its facade was oriented toward the east, toward Sugarland
Lane. It contained a door near the center and a window to the
west. The northern gable end held a door too. The log walls
were supported by stones set into a footing trench. Lee recalls
that if footings were not used for these houses, then they
were simply set up on upright stones at the four corners and
midpoint. The log walls themselves were bare, as they were
on all the log houses originally,but were whitewashed outside
and inside.

There was no frame shed added on to the back of this house,
as on the Dorsey's house. There was no fireplace; a wood stove
was used. Lee remembers that there was no stove flue or
chimney, instead a clay stove pipe ascended through the middle
of the roof. Probably only one wood stove was used to heat
both rooms. There were plank fdoors in each room. Lee knew
of no houses that had earthern floors in this community.

Lee had heard of houses with dirt floors, but had never seen

one. There was a wood shingled roof. Lee remembers that tin
was first used on barns and outbuildings and later they began
putting tin roofs on houses. Lee remembers the days of wood

shingle barns, being about 17 when they began putting tin on
barns .(c. 1910) He was about two or three years older when

they bégan applying the tin to houses (c. 1912-1913).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There is no deed for this property to show when the
Curtis purchased it, nor from whom. Presumably it was
purchased from the Webb family, like most other Sugarland
landowners. According to Lee, this house was the home of
Joe Curtis, one of the oldest of the "slave-time people”,
and his house was reputed to have been among the first built.
At one-time, Lee recalls, Sugarland was known as "Curtisville”
after the Curtis family since they were among the first, if
not the first, to set*le this community.

The smaller design of this house is more in keeping with
the smaller log houses of slaves, and this house therefore
stands as one of the beginning points for the history of
housing in Sugarland.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
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JAMES EFCYWITY ESTD. 3.00 AC.
TILGEMAN 3ECKJTTE ASTD. k.00 AC.
« JOBN ADAMS HSTD. 13.00 &C.
LE¥IS GARNETT ESTD. 16.00 AC.
. PETER JACKSON HSTD. 3.00 AC.
6a. PATRICK HERROM HSTD. 17.00 AC.
b. LUXE HEERON ESTD.
c. ROBERT HEBRON HSTD.
7a. NATHAN JOENSON RSTD. 3.00 &C.
b. FOST OFFICE

8. JOHN HIGGINS ESTD. 5.00 KC.

9. JOE CURTIS BSTD. 6.0 AC.
10. EASIL DORSEY ESTD. £.00 &C.
11. ST. PAUL'S M.E. CHURCH 1.00 &C.
12. HORACE JACKSON ZSTD. 2.00 &C.
13. SUGARLAD 5CHOOL 1.00 &C.
16, SAM BEANDER PSTD. £.2 AC.
15. THOMAS NICHOLS 3STD. 10.00 AC.
1€a. BENJAMIN SPARROUGE ESTD. 16,75 &C.

5. SUGARLAND STORE
17. CHARLES JACKSON RSTD. 4.50 AC.
18. LOKE LYNCH % FAMILY ESTD. 10.00 AC.
19. WILLIAM TAYIOR #STD. 3.00 &C.
20. - LIOYD COATES KSTD. 4.00 K.
21. SAMUEL JOHNSOM HSTD. 800 €. 3
22, JOHN DIGGS HSTD. 4.00 &C.
23. JOHN ERANISON RSTD. 11.00 &C. 5
2k, RAF BRANISON ESTD. 6,00 &C. a
25. PRILLIP JOHMSON HSTD. © 6.00 AC. W
26. ISAAC BELL HSTD. 10,00 AC. =
27. SAMUEL LEE KSTD. £.00 AC. 0%
28. LEVI HALL HSTD. 10.00 K.
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